
June 5, 2018 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 
to adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the minutes of the May 17th meeting.  Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 17th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and the motion carried unanimously.    
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board an Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost or Destroyed Warrant from Sonja Meline the named 
payee of warrant 423792, dated February 16, 2018, in the amount of $83.26.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the affidavit of lost check, waive the bond and reissue warrant 423792.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought before the board a donation of $434.00 for the Crime Victim Assistance Program from Gary Cares, 
for the One Fund Drive.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the donation for the Crime Victim Assistance 
Program.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Next, A/T Hanson addressed the board with regard to a resolution Establishing an Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA 
Board.  Donna explained that this is done every election year as required by M.S. 203B.121, Subd. 1.  Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to adopt CR 06-05-2018-1 Establishing an Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA Board.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were five (5) yeas and no (0) nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously.  A 
copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought before the board the 2017 County Feedlot Officer (CFO) Annual Report submitted by Courtney 
Habedank of the Soil & Water Conservation District for approval and acceptance.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to accept and approve the 2017 Norman County Feedlot Report.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach then took a few minutes to remind commissioners of the upcoming Board of Equalization to be held  
June 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Room.  He also reminded the commissioners of the AMC District 3 meeting that Norman 
County is hosting on June 14th at the NC Coliseum on the Fairgrounds beginning at 8:00 a.m. and encouraged all to attend.  
 
At 9:30 a.m. Tammy Carlsrud, NMPH, reported to the board on the Contraceptive Technology Conference she attended in 
Washington DC, April 4-7, which had been funded by a Special Family Planning Grant.  Tammy shared that she had attended 
many breakout sessions that she felt were very worthwhile and shared insight gained from several sessions.  After a few 
questions relating to the Family Planning Program from commissioners, Tammy thanked the board for allowing her to travel 
out of state for this very worthwhile conference.   
 
At 9:55 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, presented the board with the Norman County East School Contract which had now 
been approved for 100 hours of school nurse time for a contract amount of $5,000.  This is the same as the previous year, 
however, with some additional funding through special grants, they would be able to provide additional time to NCE.   
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the contract with Norman County East School District 2215 as presented.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Kjono then addressed the board regarding three out-of-state travel requests for attendance at three conferences.  The 
first request was for Kim Myers and Shellie Bueng to attend the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America Mid-Year Training 
Institute in Orlando, Florida, July 14-19, with an estimated cost of $1500 per attendee which would be covered by the Drug 
Free Communities grant.  The second request was for Aimee Eggen to attend the Kidz In Motion Conference at Broomfield, 
Colorado, August 28-September 1, with an estimated cost of $1400 which would be covered by the Buckle Up 4 Life Grant; and 
the third request was for Shellie Bueng to attend the Nurse Family Partnership National Symposium in Denver, Colorado, 
September 23-27, the cost being covered by a scholarship awarded to Shellie through the Nurse Family Partnership covering 
airfare, registration and hotel.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the three out-of-state travel requests as 
presented.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Sarah then introduced Marie Haas, serving as an intern in the office to gain credit for her BSN degree from Mayville State.  
Marie will serve for 40 hours and is working on a few projects with NMPH.   
 
Approximately 10:00 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break.  
 
At 10:12 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  The first item on her agenda was approval for the 
FY2018 GIA Contract Agreement for the Agassiz Recreational Trail in the amount of $25,000.  Commissioner Gunderson made 
a motion to accept the grant agreement between the State of MN, acting through its Commissioner of Natural Resources and 
Norman County.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The second item on Jerilyn’s agenda was approval for a supplemental agreement for the 2016 FRTP grant.  The supplement 
would extend the agreement end date to 2019.  The original end date is for June 30, 2018, and with the project near 
completion, she felt an amendment might be justified given the close timeline which would also allow for plenty of time for 



paperwork completion.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve Amendment #1 or Grant Agreement #121122/PO 
3000108774.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda were quotes received for transverse, stop bar, rumble strips.  Phase II would include 
23 intersection approaches.  Quotes were received from Diamond Surface of Rogers, MN and Muscha Pavement Marking of 
Colfax, ND.  Ms. Swenson’s recommendation was to go with the quote from Muscha Pavement Marking as the total quote was 
approximately $16,900 less than Diamond Surface.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve the Phase 2 rumble strip implementation with the quote from Muscha Pavement Marking.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and on vote there were 4 yeas, and 1 nay coming from Commissioner Jacobson.  Motion approved.   
 
The next item on Jerilyn’s agenda was the CSAH 3 Municipal Project.  Jerilyn stated that they had met with the consulting 
engineering firm, Interstate Engineering, several weeks ago to discuss changes to the draft plan as well as the railroad 
coordination.  She stated that it sounds as though the railroad will not agree to the 5-year sunset clause requested by the 
county as far as the county financial obligation to replace the track should the rail line ever become fully operational again.  
Jerilyn stated that she feels the risk is extremely low that this line will ever be fully operational.  She also stated the county is 
continuing to move forward with right-of-way acquisition.   
 
Ms. Swenson then gave an engineering update noting that Gerit Hanson Contracting Inc has begun work on the CSAH 20 
Bridge, SAP 054-620-012.  Korby Contracting has finished adding the decking and safety railing to all three of the trail bridges.  
They are completing the approach aprons and grading prior to each bridge end, and anticipate completing this project this 
week.  Engineering staff continue to work through the CSAH 36 culvert replacement project.  Hopefully the project plan will be 
completed this month.   
 
Ms. Swenson also noted that the majority of the seasonal staff started working on Monday, June 4.  Mandatory safety and 
harassment training for full-time and seasonal highway department staff will be the afternoon of June 7th.  The summer 
graveling and patching operation has begun.  Jerilyn also reminded commissioners that she will be on vacation beginning 
Monday, June 18th, through Friday, June 22nd, and would not be present for the second board meeting of the month.  She also 
noted that the county has received information regarding a NRCS soil stabilization project along County Ditch 9.   
 
At 10:40 a.m. Linda Houglum, 4-H Coordinator, entered the meeting with a request for the board to appoint Claire Leiseth and 
Julia Nelson as youth to serve on the Extension Committee, as the previous youth representatives have graduated.  Motion 
had been made and seconded at Extension Committee and a unanimous ballot cast for these two individuals to fill the vacant 
positions left by the graduates.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to appoint Claire Leiseth and Julia Nelson to serve 
on the Extension Committee.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:45 a.m. John Rosenberger, Veterans Service Officer, presented the board with statistics released last week indicating 
that Norman County has 168 individuals receiving some type of veterans benefit each month, bringing in $212,284.21 to 
county residents.  The commissioners asked a number of questions regarding the number of veterans in the county, which 
John stated was hard to tell because veterans do not always claim to be veterans or feel that someone else is more in need of 
support than they are, so they do not apply.  Mr. Rosenberger stated that for some purposes the government uses a 10% of 
your county population to estimate how many veterans likely reside in a county.  This would mean Norman County would have 
approximately 660 veterans.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, entered the meeting to request to close the Recorder’s Office on July 25th and 
26th for mandatory driver’s license training in anticipation of the new REAL ID and Enhanced Driver’s License being offered 
state wide this fall.  Closing the office for the two days would allow all staff to attend the same training session in Bemidji.  The 
consensus of the board was to allow this closing and Kari was urged to advertise heavily on the closure.   
 
At 11:05 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, informed the board that he would be attending DWI Court Training on June 28th 
and 29th.  He is going along with the Pennington County group so the State will pay for the expense.  James stated that the DWI 
Court has been going well here in Norman County and that those who have graduated from the program have not had a 
recurrence which is what they strive for.   
 
At 11:10 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board with regard to the Norman County Agreement to 
Provide Services to Red Lake County for County Highway Engineering Services.  Mr. Cariveau stated that Red Lake County had 
sent the agreement to the Department of Transportation for their blessing on the agreement.  The DOT suggested a couple of 
modifications of the agreement and Mr. Cariveau outlined these for the board.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson 
made a motion to approve the agreement with the modifications suggested by DOT.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach asked the board to review the bills.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to 
approve the bills as presented.   
 
Road & Bridge - $50,335.86  Revenue - $26,205.53  Building - $83.93 
    
Public Health - $4,604.92   County Homes - $1,276.83  Forfeited Tax - $966.00 
 
County Ditch Fund - $3,525.00  TOTAL - $86,998.07 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
Chairman Bommersbach brought correspondence forward regarding the F-M Flood Risk Management – Revised Project, and 
correspondence from the NW Regional Development Commission.   
 



At 11:23 a.m. David Stene, CFO, presented information regarding the meetings he and A/T Hanson held with the three banking 
institutions in Ada with regard to what services they would offer the County.  David stated that after meeting with the 
individuals from each banking institution and discussion with A/T Hanson, the recommendation he would bring forward would 
be to simplify some of our accounting processes by combining the two existing accounts, one held at Frandsen Bank and the 
other at Bank of the West into one account held at American Federal Bank.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson 
made a motion to make American Federal Bank the official county repository for Norman County with the transition beginning 
July 1st.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
David then presented the board with a copy of an e-mail received from E. J. Moberg, Auditor-Treasurer of Lyon County, MN, 
with regard to whether the county would be interested in participating in a joint powers agreement with the intent of 
purchasing ownership of Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to allow David to express interest contingent on more counties joining and the buy-in amount decreasing along with 
additional information being provided.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on vote there were 4 yeas, with 1 nay 
coming from Commissioner Gunderson.  Motion approved.   
 
Mr. Stene then requested the board approve him as a signatory on the bank account for investment purposes.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve David Stene as a signatory on the bank account for investment purposes.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
Seeing no further business before the board, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting at 11:48 a.m. 
 
 
 
  
 
____________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 
Steven M. Bommersbach, Chairman of the Board   Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


